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The voices of nearly sixty R.E.M. insiders&#151;friends, musicians, producers, and industry

colleagues&#151;comprise an unusual, unadulterated history of one of rock's most innovative,

integrity-driven bands. Besides new photos and an updated discography, the author has added two

new chapters that discuss recent events: the making of Monster and New Adventures in Hi-Fi;

drummer Bill Berry's aneurysm and departure from the band; the controversial dismissal of R.E.M.'s

manager Jefferson Holt; and much more.
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This is neither a "companion piece" nor a "tell-all" book. Equally, it is not a flimsy paperback stapled

and glued together just in time for the band's next big tour. What Denise Sullivan does write (and

write well, also) is much closer to an anecdote, a souveneir, a recalled event. She avoids the trite

and passionless type of "rock'n'roll" review/expose we have to endure all the time and instead lets

the reader get a glimpse not so much of the band REM, but of the people that REM exerted some

influence on, or the people for whom REM mattered. Reading Sullivan's book, I am reminded of how

one of my closest friends and I discuss REM -- from memory, from songs, from what has been

happening in our lives. This book feels like a friend.

This book was excellent. It was great to get a history of what went on by people who actually were

there.Recommendwd if you are a fan of Mr. Stipe and Co. or just interested in a the history of great



music that shaped a scene.

Unlike most "rock-n-roll" books which often pander to the lowest common denominator -- which

usually is the author's own personal bias barely hidden in the text and most often the lens through

which we are forced to watch the history of the band/singer unfold -- Denise Sullivan gives us

something better, and frankly, more fun. "TATP" offers an original and fresh perspective on a very

enigmatic yet familiar college - rock - alternative - mainstream - wacky - superstar band. This book

is a must-have for both the fan and fanatic. The writing is well-done, the subject matter

well-handled. While almost everyone's favorite REM song and/or album may change over time, this

remains my favorite book on the band.
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